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ROCKFISH HOTLINE: A CONVENIENT CONNECTION

ANNAPOLIS, MD (March 11) -- The Maryland Office of Tourism Development
will once again "lure" fishermen into the state by providing a convenient fishing hotline
to help anglers make the most of the spring rockfish trophy season.

The hotline, 1-800-ROCK-FISH, or 1-800-762-5347 is operated by the Maryland
Office of Tourism Development, part of the Maryland Department of Economic and
Employment Development, with the assistance of the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources. Callers will learn where rockfish are biting and receive information on how
to contact charter boat captains throughout the Chesapeake Bay region.

"Maryland has a long, proud fishing tradition," said Governor Schaefer. "We
want to help anglers fully enjoy their experience this fishing season."

Charter boats can accommodate groups of up to 50 people and their captains
have an extensive knowledge of the Bay including where the fish are biting, improving
the odds of a recreational angler bringing home a rockfish by the end of the day.

-more-







